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Thank you to all our donors, funders and individuals who gave so generously during 2017.                    

It has indeed been a year of blessings– from all of us at St Joseph’s!  Pic: Monique  

From left: Mario Santana 

(CEO SPAR Western Cape) 

and Colin Patterson hand 

over a donation of R400,000 

to Pallottine Sister, Precilla. 

She is also a full time nurs-

ing sister at SJH. The Order 

founded the Home more 

than 82 years ago. 

SPAR is our  Super Hero!   

Thea Patterson and SJH children thank Sandy Ovenstone and her husband, Andrew for the 

opportunity to host Stellenberg Open Gardens as a charity event for St Joseph’s. The proceeds 

will cover the shortfall of three beds for one year.  “The Gardens were more beautiful  than 

ever,”  one of the visitors said. SPAR donated the eats and a R10,000 lucky draw voucher.  
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A spirited Lee-Hansay says YES to recovery! 

This is the story of her journey, by Michaela Purchase– speech therapist at SJH.    

Little Lee-Hansay arrived at St Joseph's on 13 January 2017 for ongoing rehabilitation after sustaining 

extensive burns across her body, predominantly to her arms and face. She also has a history of cardiac 

defects, foetal alcohol syndrome and complex social issues.  

When Lee-Hansay arrived at St Joseph's she was unable to speak and eat, and refused any food as a 

result of long-term nasogastric feeding. She even struggled to tolerate touching food. After many thera-

py sessions, often in joint therapy with occupational and speech therapy combined, Lee-Hansay started 

to tolerate certain food orally. We encouraged her to also try eat and drink by herself but soon noted 

that she struggled to swallow liquids safely it was going into her lungs. Therapy continued and it took 

months for Lee-Hansay to be able to eat a full bowl of porridge or puree; now she insists on eating the 

full ward diet of rice, meat and vegetables! Although she still struggles with liquids, she manages small 

sips of water, via a spoon and shows improvement in her swallowing coordination.  

Whilst we worked on getting Lee-Hansay off nasogastric tube feeding, she also received therapy to 

encourage her speech and language development. She has shown drastic improvement, far beyond 

what would be expected of a little girl who has been through so much trauma. Lee-Hansay is now able 

to understand what others say to her and she follows simple instructions. She is also able to imitate 

words she hears, use some basic words spontaneously and she loves to try to sing along to songs. Lee-

Hansay is a delightful child who has brought so much joy to everyone at St Joseph's.  

During December we will say goodbye to Lee-Hansay, as we have found a foster care couple who will 

give her all the love that she deserves! 

Note: “Red Cross Children’s Hospital (RCCH) is now in possession of a state of the art  laser machine. 

This machine is fantastic as it reduces the appearance of scars. A course of six sessions are usually giv-

en. It produces quick visible results, just one session and one can already see the difference. As a bene-

ficiary of the Phoenix Foundation, Lee- Hansay already had some laser surgery to her face this month 

and as I said the results speak for itself. The scars on her face are already flatter (was raised before).  

      A Christmas Story of Hope and Good Tidings  

Bottom From Left: Thank you FIA Peninsula Branch! Proceeds from their Golf Day was handed over to SJH.  Middle: Learners from Arcadia Primary School 

donated gifts, toiletries and their time to the kids at SJH. Right: Food parcels for children going home for the holidays were sponsored by the Soroptimist 

International Cape of Good Hope Club and Conny Keller and Friends.  

 

Lee-Hansay required 24 hr special-

ised nursing care between visits to 

Red Cross.  Thea Patterson assists 

little  Lee-Hansay taking her first 

steps. 


