
 

 

Miracle child celebrates special Valentine’s Day 

In July 2014, two months after her birth, Tshi-So (held here by her 
uncle) was admitted to St Joseph’s Home (SJH). She was referred 
from Tygerberg Hospital with an infectious disease and severe 
malnutrition. Tshi-So’s mother died a month after her birth. No 
family could be traced and Tshi-So became an orphan.  

During her time at St. Joseph’s, she suffered various complications 
related to her illness. Good and professional care however, ensured 
better health for baby Tshi-So.  

A Congolese pastor, living in Cape Town, came forward.  He knew 
the mother  when she was still alive and informed Tshi-So’ s 
maternal uncle about her admission to St Joseph’s. The uncle 
showed interest in fostering her after discharge.  

Initially, there were plans to move back to the Congo and take Tshi-
So with him but this presented a challenge as This-So was born in 
SA and no proof of family ties could be found.  

The uncle then decided to settle in Cape Town and was found 
suitable to foster Tshi-So.  After several home visits, the uncle and 
his partner arrived on  February 14 to take Tshi-So home, as their 
new foster child – appropriately  on VALENTINE’S DAY! 

 

 
      

                  Art at St Joseph’s?  Feast your eyes!   

On March 8, St Joseph’s celebrated the completion of its renovations 
which “gave an old lady a complete face lift” and transformed a more 
“traditional” hospital into an eco-friendly space of light, warmth and 
healing.    

To mark the day’s festivities, a special commissioned sculpture (Mother 

and Child) by well- known sculptor, Toby Megaw, and a   second mural by 

Michelle MacLeod, were  unveiled. Michelle’s first mural  titled “Tree of 

Life”  was completed a few months ago.   

Read more on our inside pages! 

            

 

 

 

   

“The great gift of Easter is hope - Christian hope which makes us 

have that confidence in God,  

in his ultimate triumph, and in his  

goodness and love, which nothing can shake  

Basil Hume, former Archbishop of Westminster 

               www.stjosephshome.org.za     https://www.facebook.com/stjosephshome/       @St_Josephs_Home              +27(0)219340352 
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Guest speaker Dr Keith Cloete, Deputy 

Director General: Chief Operations for 

Western Cape Health, touched on the 75 

year relationship between government 

and St Joseph’s and how that has, through 

the years, strengthened the delivery of  

services and care to chronically ill  children 

in the Province.    

         A leap of faith  and a license to dream  

 “Today is a celebration! We are here to celebrate the realisation of a dream that culminated in the trans-

formation of this Home! This dream started back in 2008 when the management and Board decided to ex-

pand our services to include a paediatric rehab service at an Intermediate Care level. This need had been 

identified at the acute hospitals from where our children are referred and we took up the challenge,” Thea 

Patterson, director of SJH said at the official reopening of the renovations.  

“We received an invitation from an overseas donor to submit a capital project for funding. His only stipula-

tion was that it must be for the benefit of the children. Our initial submission to this donor (who wishes to 

remain anonymous) was for R2,6 million for a minor upgrade of the Home. However, he came back to us 

and said that he wanted a more substantial project! We immediately thought rehab centre and submitted 

proposal for R7, million. Once again we received feedback that we are not thinking big enough! It was such 

an incredible moment for my management team and I. To be given “carte blanche” to dream of how the 

Home and service could look like without any constraints.  Having worked in the NGO sector all my life this 

was unthinkable. It fact quite scary! 

After many months of planning and redefining the scope of the project, a proposal for R22 million was the 
submitted and accepted. The management team and Board together with the project team of architects, the 
quantity surveyors, engineers, landscape architects and contractors took a “leap of faith” and we turned the 
first sod in August 2014. After all, is this not what the Pallottine Sisters had done all those years ago in Philip-
pi in 1935? “ she asked,  “a leap of faith?” 
 
Suffice to say that the project grew form strength to strength as did the donation which eventually ended up 

at R46 million!  

     Creating healing spaces through innovations 

                                     The rationale behind the design: 

 the wards have wide passages, and small interior gardens; 

 windows are at child eye level with wide window sills and built in benches; 

 high roof windows treat the children to a spectacle of clouds and blue sky during the day, and stars 

at night; 

 an eco-friendly design using natural light, a natural flow of air to control temperature- low sound 

proof ceilings creates a homely atmosphere;   

 the wards also have more showers and fewer baths; 

 special eco fire places and spacious rehabilitation areas and family visiting spaces; 

 outside recreation spaces for each ward;   

 adherence to the highest fire regulation specifications- making it one of the safest buildings in 

South Africa; 

 a deliberate change from the traditional institutionalised buildings to a friendlier and homely design

– where beds are grouped in smaller units with extra space for storage for personal belongings; and 

 free accommodation for limited time for parents has been increased from a 5 to a 20 bed capacity.   

Alan Foster, representing the donor and 

former board member and Thea Patterson, 

unveil the Mother and Child  Statue. Be-

low: Michelle MacLeod unveils her mural 

which is the second in a series of two. 
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 Q’s & A’s to the architects from Charlotte Chamberlain and Nicola Irving Architects (CCNIA):  
 Q:    How many square meters were revamped internally ? 

  A:    About 4,600 square meters  internally which is about 75% of the total Home facilities. 
  Q:     How many square meters were revamped or made more attractive as external spaces?  
  A:    The total came to 2,700 square  meters  of soft landscaping and at least the same in paving, benches and roads— 
          A total of about  6, 000  square meters. This all add up to a grand total of 10,000 square meters. 
  Q:   What has been the highlight for the team during the construction phase?  
  A:   The duration of the project having been done over such a long time period, enabled us to establish really good working  
          relationships , and address issues as they came up. The additional funds allocated, presented opportunities to branch  
          out into other areas of the Home - upgrading  the nurses’ - and parents’ accommodation to the same level of care. 
  Q:   What motivated the team? 
  A:   Again, because we have had the privilege of being around St Joseph's over such a long time, we have been able to see how  

         the newly altered areas have been utilised.             Photographs: Neels Kleynhans and Benthe Derks 

 

                               ...and we celebrated!        

 

Thank you for 

sharing  with 

SJH 



     Latest news: Visitors, supporters and friends @ SJH   
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FUN AT THE BEACH ~ A joint initiative  was organised by  two  groups 
to collect toys and other  much needed items for  the SJH children.  
The outing started in Tableview and ended in glorious sunshine at Camps Bay.  
Thank you for  selecting SJH as your charity of choice and for spoiling the chil-
dren with such a special treat. 

 

Editor: Alrika Hefers: 021-9340356                            www. stjosephshome.org.za                 Printing supported by Tandym  

 

 

Thank you to the  Dieter & Bettina Wulkow 

Foundation for a generous donation of 

R35,000  towards new computers for the 

children’s resource room.  Rotary Signal 

Hill will be assisting  with the structural 

Our Adopt a Bed Project donors – 2016/17  

Capitec, Chance Jugend Stiftung, Chemcape CC, Coca-Cola Canners of 

Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd, Connect 123,  Coronation Asset Management, 

Davies Foundation Trust,  DG Murray Trust, I Fallon, FG Connock Trust, FIA 

Peninsula Branch,     Graham and Rhona Beck Foundation, Harry Crossley 

Foundation, HCI Foundation, Joan St Leger Lindbergh Charitable Trust, 

G Kaminski, G E Knight, Levi Strauss Foundation, Lewis Stores, Linda Nagel 

Foundation, D Loch-Davis,    J Mohamed, Norton Ramsay Foundation, Ram-

blers Worldwide Travel (Heart & Sole Foundation), C Redcliffe, EH Rees-

Jones,  Stellenberg Gardens Open Days Fundraiser, Sir Harold Hood Trust, 

Stichting Energo, UPS SCS (RSA) and S Webb. 

 

St. Joseph’s Home for  

Children 
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Thank you Anna and friends! Anna Alonso-Hannen  (pictured above) has 

just completed six months of volunteering at SJH and did not leave us   

empty-handed. She rallied her friends in Germany and before she left, SJH   

received  more than R22,000 from them to buy much needed rehab  

equipment.   

ADOPT A BED: Please support our      

programme and contribute toward the 

shortfall of R35,700 per bed. Visit our 

webpage or call Alrika @ 021-9340352. 

Thank you to the NLC for their     

support to St Joseph’s. Their grant of 

R1,2 million for 2016 was allocated 

to operational expenses which    

included food, training and salaries.   

Some of SJH’s 
children enjoy-
ing a fun-filled 
morning with 
the teams from 
Oil & More and  
Bikers Church, 
CMASA  

Below: Thank you to Elia, who donated four 

tablets for therapeutic treatment in the rehab 

department.   

Are you 

Supporting?   


